MEDICAL   MISSION   WORK  IN   YEZD

drug. Then I made them sit round the patient's
body, take the pipe in turn, and as they smoked, puff
out the smoke into the patient's face, occasionally
blowing it into his nostrils, and down his throat, I
confess that I had but little hope of any good result,
but what was my delight and surprise, after about a
quarter of an hour's perseverance in the treatment, to
see unmistakable signs of recovery in the patient's
face. His widely dilated pupils began to contract,
and soon he returned to consciousness and was able
to sit up. On the following day I found him quite
well, and thoroughly enjoying the sensation that his
marvellous recovery had made in the city. Hundreds
of people had been to see him, and I am a little afraid
that the value of the opium as a " cure-all " was not
diminished by the incident!

We had quite a number of cataract patients in
the hospital, many coming several days' journey for
operation. A small hospital for women had been
started, and a lady doctor had been sent to take
charge. The first case admitted was an old lady
with cataract. When the day arrived for the
operation, everything went well at first, but in the
middle of the operation the patient started up scream-
ing. She said she had seen a snake, and she thought
it was going to bite her. Her vision cost her dearly,
the operation necessarily being spoilt, and the eye
lost, but unfortunately it also kept away other patients
suffering from the same disease, but only for a short
time, the lady doctor soon winning their confidence,
and finding more work on her hands than she could
comfortably get through.

After a very happy year in Yezd, my wife's health
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